THE SECTS OF THE MU'TAZILAH AND THE KADARIYAH

any kind, if he knows that the creation of something else
would be better than their creation. The Basriyah among
the Hu'tazilah condemned this view and said that he who
has power over justice must have power over injustice, and
he who has power over truth must have power over false-
hood, though he may not commit oppression, nor lie, be-
cause of the hideous nature of these acts or because he real-
izes his ability to do without them, because ability to do a
thing necessitates also the ability to do- the opposite. Now,
if al-Nazzam held that Allah had no power over injustice
and falsehood, he would be forced to say that he had no 117
power over truth and justice either. Such a view as the
latter is heresy, bringing in its train other heresies as bad.
They also say that there is no- difference between al-Naz-
zam's view that Allah had no power to hinder nor to cause
to act, and the view claiming that he is forced to perform
deeds without his own choice. This also is a heresy, bring-
ing in its train other heresies as bad. One of the remark-
able acts of al-Nazzam in this connection is that he wrote
a book on Dualism and in it expressed his surprise at the
view of the Manicheans, that light orders its different kinds
which are to be found in darkness to do* good, although
darkness can do only evil and can predicate naught but evil
deeds. Al-Nazzam expressed his surprise that the Dualists
blame darkness for doing evil when they claim that it has no
power to do good, but can do evil only. One might say to
him, " If, according to you, Allah is to be praised for per-
forming justice and truth, and has not the power to per-
form injustice and falsehood, why then do you deny the
view of the Dualists in blaming darkness for doing evil,
even though it can do nothing else ?"

His second heresy was his view that man is a soul, which,
in the form of a ratified body enters the compact body.
This was in addition to his other view that this soul is life
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